Claxton Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th March 2026 in Claxton Village Hall
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)
Parish Councillors present	Jos Harwood (Chair), Amy Goulding, David Harrison
County Councillor	None
District Councillor	None
Members of the public	One and Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk119652804]26.19	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair Harwood opened the meeting at 19:31pm and welcomed all those in attendance.
26.20	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor Wallis-Garcia sent her apologies.
26.21	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
26.22	To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 20th January 2026.
Councillor Goulding proposed for Councillor Harwood to sign the approved minutes, seconded by Councillor Harrison.
26.23	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for).  
A parishioner spoke regarding item 14.3 (minute 26.32.03), expressing concern that the corner of The Warren continues to be damaged, causing the area to become muddy. The Clerk will contact Norfolk County Council to request a review and possible improvements.
He also asked when grass cutting will begin; the Clerk will contact the contractor to confirm the start date.
26.24	Matters arising from January’s meeting, including Clerk’s report.
Matters arising
· Claxton sign – Councillor Harwood will check on this and provide an update at May’s meeting.
· Bus no85 – The Stakeholder Engagement Lead at Transport Made Simple Group confirmed to the Clerk that a public consultation had been held and ended 13th February, which he was unaware of. He confirmed that no in-person community event will be arranged. He has asked the council to collate feedback from its parishioners, and he will include it in the consultation. The Clerk is to create a Facebook post requesting parishioners to submit their feedback. 
· Peascod drains have been re jetted following a request sent to Norfolk County Council.
Clerk Report
· Updated policies approved at January’s meeting and updated the website.
· Parochial Church Council £300 donation given.
· Contacted Norfolk County Council regarding footpath along the Street near White Cottage. Awaiting an update.
· Submitted and received a VAT claim of £503.86.
· Recycling bank will be removed at end of March/beginning of April.
· Forwarded all relevant correspondence.
26.25	Reports from:
26.25.01 District Councillor, Councillor Thomson.
None.
26.25.02 County Councillor, Councillor Mason-Billig.
The Clerk provided an overview of Councillor Mason-Billig’s report; a full report will be published on the website:
· Decision is pending on Devolution and the Local Government Reorganisation.
· Confirmation the May elections will go ahead.

26.25.03 Biodiversity, Councillor Wallis-Garcia.
None.
26.25.04 Traffic and SAM2, Councillor Harwood.
The was a noticeable increase in speeding within Claxton during February, particularly +40mph and one vehicle over 55mph.
26.26	Play Area:
26.26.01 To receive an update of the play area project.
The Disposal Notices issued by South Norfolk District Council close on 20 March 2026. The Clerk will follow up w/c 23 March for an update. If no objections are received, South Norfolk District Council should be able to sign the amended covenant title deed. Once received, the Clerk will notify the National Lottery and arrange an installation date with NGF Play.
The council’s solicitors have confirmed the council is in credit and will receive a £2,316.00 refund.
26.27	To discuss Community Orchard/Garden Licence.
Councillor Harwood reported that The Pits Trust had been updated on the parish council’s actions. A letter was issued to residents requesting that those responsible clear the land behind The Warren. The parish council received correspondence from two residents: one expressing concern about the ‘blanket tone’ of the letter, and another requesting an extension. Despite the extension being granted, action by the residents concerned is still awaited. The Clerk has experienced difficulty sourcing a contractor willing to remove the waste due to contamination with dog waste. She is awaiting a response from one contractor who may be able to clear the entire area. The council expressed its hope that residents would use the local household recycling centres for appropriate waste, if this is not possible, the parish council could arrange for a skip to be provided for the residents to use to remove the garden waste, cost to be passed on to those households requiring it.
The council discussed the challenges faced maintaining the Community Orchard land and all present were in agreement that it was no longer viable to continue with the project. The unanimous decision was made not to renew the Garden Licence lease with Claxton Manor for 2026/2027.
The Clerk is to send a letter to the residents of No.5 The Warren outlining the council’s intended actions containing appropriate options for waste removal and confirming that associated costs will be passed directly to them.
Councillor Harwood proposed the above, seconded by Councillor Goulding.
26.28	To discuss the Big South Norfolk Litter Pick 2026.
The Clerk will register the parish council for the litter pick, and Councillor Harwood will organise and lead the event.
26.29	To discuss the South Norfolk in Bloom grant.
Councillor Harwood proposed the parish council apply for the South Norfolk in Bloom grant, seconded by Councillor Goulding.
26.30	Policies:
26.30.01 To appoint a Staffing Committee in line with the council’s disciplinary policy.
Councillor Goulding proposed that the Chair of Claxton Parish Council is Chair of the Staffing Committee, and the Staffing Committee is formed of the councillors of the parish council, seconded by Councillor Harwood.  
26.30.02 To review:
26.30.02.01 Equality and Diversity.
26.30.02.02 Freedom of Information and Publication Scheme.
26.30.02.03 Grievance.
26.30.02.04 Health and Safety.
26.30.02.05 Internal Control and Checklist.
26.30.02.06 Lone Home Worker and supporting documentation.
26.30.02.07 Risk Assessment and Management Policy.
26.30.02.08 Training Development.
Councillor Harwood proposed to approve the policies listed in 26.30.02.01 – 26.30.02.08, seconded by Councillor Goulding.
26.31	Finance:
26.31.01 To receive a Statement of Accounts as of 19th March 2026.

[image: ]




















Councillor Goulding proposed for the Chair and responsible Finance Officer sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 19th March 2026, seconded by Councillor Harrison.
26.31.02 To note any receipts and approve payments as detailed in March’s payment schedule.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT

	Clerk 
	27.03.26
	March Salary
	BACS
	£233.27
	£0.00

	
	27.04.26
	April Salary
	BACS
	£233.27
	£0.00

	
	20.03.26
	March WFH and expenses
	BACS
	£37.34
	£0.00

	
	01.04.26
	April WFH
	BACS
	£26.00
	£0.00

	NPTS
	01.04.26
	Subscription 26/27
	BACS
	£92.40
	£15.40

	Village Hall
	20.03.26
	Hall hire 25/26
	BACS
	£140.00
	£0.00

	HMRC
	21.03.26
	PAYE up to 5th April 2026
	BACS
	£45.40
	£0.00

	
	01.04.26
	PAYE up to 5th May 2026
	BACS
	£45.40
	£0.00

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE OF MEETING

	Post Office
	12.02.26
	Stamps for The Warren letter
	DC
	£17.00
	£0.83

	TO NOTE INCOME

	HMRC
	04.02.26
	VAT Claim
	BACS
	£503.86
	£0.00

	Barclays
	02.03.26
	Interest
	BACS
	£0.90
	£0.00


Councillor Harrison proposed to approve March’s Payment Schedule, seconded by Councillor Harwood.
26.31.03 To review the council’s Asset Register.
Councillors confirmed the Asset Register was fit for business and for the Clerk to make a note not to replace the guillotine and laminator.
26.32	Correspondence:
26.32.01 Pavement condition near White Cottage.
The Clerk confirmed that she had raised this with Norfolk County Council on the parishioner’s behalf, and Councillor Wallis‑Garcia had also suggested that the parishioner contact Norfolk County Council directly.
26.32.02 Responses regarding removal of waste on Community Orchard land.
Please see minute 26.27.
26.32.03 Corners at The Warren.
Please see minute 26.23.
26.33	To receive updates from individual Council Members (for information only).
None.
26.34	To receive any items for inclusion on the next agenda (for information only).
None.
26.35	To confirm date and time of the next Meeting as Tuesday 19th May 2026 in Claxton Village Hall, which is the Annual Parish Council Meeting which follows the Annual Meeting of the Parish.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 20:36pm.

Signed:		Date: 19th May 2026
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Balance per bank statements as at  19/03/2026

Barclays Current Account 5,021.63 £            

Reserves 354.91 £               

5,376.54 £      

Less: Unpresented

Payments £0.00

- £                

Net balances at  19/03/2026 5,376.54 £      

Cashbook

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - General Account 3,383.63 £      

Opening balance at 1 April 2025 - PAWG 6,919.39 £      

BALANCE TOTAL 10,303.02 £    

Add: Bank Account Receipts 21,761.37 £    

Add: Reserves Receipts 30.52 £           

Less: Bank Account Payments  20,123.37 £    

Less: Reserves Payments 6,595.00 £      

Closing Balance 19/03/2026 5,376.54 £      

- £                


