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Claxton Parish Council – Policy for the delivery of the general biodiversity objective namely the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity in England through the exercise of its functions as a public authority as detailed by the requirements of Section 40 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 as amended by the Environmental Protection Act 2021.

Introduction
Claxton Parish Council is a public authority as defined by Sections 40 (4) and a local authority as defined by Section 40(5) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006(NERCA) as amended and is therefore a duty holder under the aforementioned Act.  
By virtue of Section 40(1) NERCA Claxton Parish Council, as a dutyholder is obliged to:
· consider what action the authority can properly take, consistently with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the general biodiversity objective.
After due consideration of this general duty with respect to biodiversity, Claxton Parish Council is required by Section 40 (1A) to:
· determine such policies and specific objectives as it considers appropriate for taking action to further the general biodiversity objective, and
· take such action as it considers appropriate, in the light of those policies and objectives, to further that objective.
This duty has been strengthened by the requirements of Section 102 (biodiversity duty) of the Environment Act 2021 to ‘conserve and enhance biodiversity through the exercise of its functions’.  
This document details the policy with respect to the aforementioned legal obligations, to ‘conserve and enhance biodiversity through the exercise of its functions’, and the organisation and arrangements for the management and delivery of the policy.

Claxton Parish Council Biodiversity Policy
Claxton Parish Council through the exercise of its functions is committed to meeting its obligations to do what is reasonably practicable given its powers, resources and influence, to conserve and enhance biodiversity in the parish of Claxton.  

Whilst the land controlled by Claxton Parish Council is limited to the village hall grounds, the Warren play/amenity area and the Parish Orchard, the council will make the arrangements for the preparation of a Claxton biodiversity action plan. This plan will explicitly describe how the parish council intends to discharge its legal responsibilities with respect to this policy.  In particular it will:
· establish a biodiversity working group, chaired by a parish councillor and supported by local parishioners with expertise, with agreed terms of reference, to assist the council in managing, monitoring and delivering its obligations with respect to its biodiversity objectives; 
· describe a strategy for conserving, protecting and enhancing biological diversity in Claxton with respect to those locations under its direct control and those sites where the parish council has influence and an interest;
· agree a biodiversity action plan which will detail specific aims and objectives and will cross reference with the existing plans for the various protected sites within the parish; 
· make the arrangements to manage, monitor and review the delivery of this policy and its supporting action plan to record progress and to ensure the policy is fit for purpose;
· conduct an overview and general biodiversity audit of the parish to assess the types of habitats and any significant species present;
· collate existing environmental data and create new records as a result of the proposed audit(s) to establish baseline information for reference;
· seek opportunities to increase awareness amongst the local community of the relevance and importance of biodiversity and what can be done to enhance and improve biodiversity;
· develop and implement a plan for communicating relevant matters relating to biodiversity using the Claxton Parish Council website, Claxton Parish Newsletter and other suitable mechanisms for increasing awareness (Parish Council Meetings, Parish presentations); and
· establish and sustain partnerships both with other parish councils and relevant nature conservation groups including The Norfolk Wildlife Trust, South Yare Wildlife Group, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, The Woodland Trust etc. to draw upon their expertise as necessary, to help with the delivery of the Parish Councils biodiversity strategy and its action plan.
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